where the nerve, artery, and vein exit the true pelvis through the obturator canal. When an anatomical variant was present (the aberrant obturator artery in Figure 3 -B and the accessory obturator vein in Figures 4-C (Fig. 4-A, polar position) and screws 2 and 3 ( Fig. 4-A (Fig. 5) .
A review of the computed tomographic scans of the twenty-five patients who had a normal pelvis demonstrated that the sciatic nerve was closest to the posterior column from the level of the anterior inferior iliac spine to the acetabular dome. When the nerve was intrapelvic it was farther from the bone. This was also the case distal to the ischial spine.
At its point of exit from the pelvis, the sciatic nerve was an average distance ofthirteen millimeters (range, nine to twenty-one millimeters) from the bone. At the level of the acetabular dome, the distance from the posterior column averaged only nine millimeters (range, six to eleven millimeters while not absolute, can be very useful.
